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A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS, 
WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
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1 )KI Responsive to communication(s) filed on 19 November 2007 . 
2a )^ This action is FINAL. 2b)D This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 
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4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1 ) an application for patent, published under section 1 22(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

2. Claims 9, 10, 12, and 23-25, are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by Habuto et al. (6,810,441). 

Habuto et al. disclose a method of displaying a directory structure of a recording 
medium, comprising the steps of examining a directory structure and attributes of data 
files recorded on the recording medium (abstract); and generating a mark ("VOICE", 
"HIFI", etc.) for visually differentiating directories including at least one file of a pre- 
specified attribute, based on the examined attribute information (figures 1, 3A-E, and 
10). The directory can be viewed to see whether or not certain pre-specified attributes 
are present, wherein attributes can be assigned to a specific song or songs, or 
attributes.can be genre or etc (figures 1 , 3, and 10); whrein file extensions are seen in 
figures 1 and 10. 

Habuto et al. disclose the method, wherein said pre-specified attribute is (digital 
music audio) (same as MP3), wherein the files can be classified in the same manner as 
seen in figures 1 and 10. 
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Habuto et al. disclose the method, wherein a display screen according to said 
displaying step includes the uppermost directory information for said each file as seen in 
figure 1 

Habuto et al. disclose a method of displaying a directory, wherein a display of the 
generated mark (figures 3A-E) in association with the examined directory structure 
information is provided. 

Habuto et al. disclose the method, wherein a display screen according to said 
displaying step includes the uppermost directory information for said each file as seen in 
figure 1 . 

Habuto et al. disclose the method, wherein said mark for visually differentiating a 
directory is displayed in connection with the name of a directory, including at least one 
file of said pre-specified attribute or not including any file attribute (column5, line 63 - 
column 6 line 5). 

Habuto et al. disclose a method of displaying directory structure of a recording 
medium, comprising the steps of: examining a directory structure and attributes of data 
files recorded in a recording medium and selecting one or more directories including at 
least one file of a pre-specified attribute based on the examined attribute information, 
and displaying the selected directories with their respective hierarchical structures 
(column 5, lines 6-14) 

Habuto et al. provide all the information needed for displaying a directory, 
wherein a non-selected directory can be excluded from being displayed, wherein if not 
selected, it is not displayed (column 5, line 63 - column 6, line 5; and figure 1 0). 
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Allowable Subject Matter 

3. Claims 1 , 2, 4-7, 1 7-22, 26, and 27 are allowed. 

Response to Arguments 

4. Applicant's arguments filed 1 1/19/2007 have been fully considered but they are 
not persuasive. 

While the arguments are partially persuasive, they are not fully persuasive. For 
this reason, some of the claims have been indicated as allowable. Those claims which 
were not allowed, are believe to be met by the prior art. The allowed claims will have a 
search update prior to allowability. 

THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 .136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Marlon T. Fletcher whose telephone number is 571-272- 
2063. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Lincoln Donovan can be reached on 571-272-1988. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

MTF 

03/17/2008 



/Marlon T Fletcher/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 2837 



